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English 160 

Academic Writing I: Writing in Academic and Public Contexts 

Analyzing Genre and Argument
Fall 2017
	John Casey 

Office location: 1833 UH
Phone: 312-413-2214 (No Voicemail)

E-mail address: jcasey3@uic.edu
(Preferred Method of Contact)

Office hours: 
T/Th (12:30-1:30 pm) [Appointment]
W (2-5 pm) [Walk In]
	T/Th:  9:30-10:45 am 

CRN: 38999

(SH 103)
T/Th: 11:00-12:15 pm

CRN: 11583

(LH 315)

T/Th: 2:00-3:15 pm

CRN: 11390

(LH 205)

T/Th: 3:30-4:45 pm

CRN: 38941

(GH 204)


Course Description
How you write depends upon your purpose for writing and audience.  Are you trying to describe or inform your readers on a topic?  Or are you trying to persuade them to take a specific course of action?  Are your readers around your own age?  Do they share your social experiences?  Or are they part of a different age or social group?  These elements of the writing process come together in the various forms of writing or “genres” that you use to communicate with those around you. Genres represent a contract between the writer and the reader that helps both parties anticipate the outcome of a specific piece of writing.   In this class, we will examine the concept of genre and use different forms of writing to explore the relationship between what we write and how we write.  The first two writing assignments will be descriptive in nature: a Profile for someone at UIC (student, faculty, or staff) that you believe we should know and a streamlined Code of Conduct for students on campus.  The second two assignments will be argumentative in nature: an Opinion Piece examining the current debate on immigration and a Portfolio containing your previous three writing assignments plus a Cover Letter explaining your development as a writer over the course of these three assignments.  We will read exemplary pieces of writing in each genre and analyze what makes those pieces effective.  Then you will have the opportunity to write your own content in that genre.  Your course grade will be determined primarily by these four writing assignments and your progress over multiple drafts as well as regular attendance and class participation. 
After completing English 160, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate rhetorical awareness of audience through different genre-based assignments.

2. Read texts in a variety of disciplines and genres, using critical reading strategies. 

3. Draw connections at the level of ideas across multiple texts.

4. Defend a position in relation to the range of ideas surrounding a topic.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of writing as a process, including consideration of peer and instructor feedback, from initial draft to final revision.

6. Demonstrate sentence-level correctness.

Required Texts
Readings will be available in the “Course Readings” section of the class

Blackboard site:  http://uic.blackboard.com (BB).  
Our primary text for grammar instruction in this course will be The Purdue University Online Writing Lab or (OWL).  Please make sure to bookmark their site http://owl.english.purdue.edu on your computer.  

Assessment

The final grade for the course is calculated out of 100 points (i.e. 100/100 would be a perfect score).  Please note that while individual assignments will be evaluated using a +/- letter grade score that corresponds to the point value for each assignment, UIC does not record final grades using pluses and minuses.  Final grades are solid letter grades.  For this class I will use a standard letter grade scale where:  A (90 and above), B (80-89), C (70-79), D (60-69), F (59 and below). 

WP1: Profile (Total of 20 points possible)

WP2: Code of Conduct (Total of 20 points possible)

WP3: Opinion Piece (Total of 20 points possible)

WP4: Final Portfolio (Total of 20 points possible)

Students will have the opportunity to submit drafts for review prior to grading.  See writing project descriptions for due dates and specific evaluation criteria for these writing assignments.  

Late assignments are not accepted without official documentation such as a Doctor’s note or a delay slip from the train station agent. 

Attendance and Class Participation (Total of 20 points possible)
This involves more than just showing up to class on time.  You must be prepared to take part in class discussions and activities and bring all required materials for class (including print outs of the readings and writing materials).  

Mid-term grades are posted on Banner during Week 9. You may view your current grade at any time on the course Blackboard page.  

Policies
Note: It is your responsibility to read these policies carefully and ask for clarification, if necessary. University, program, and course policies are not negotiable. By remaining enrolled in this course, you are implicitly agreeing to abide by these policies and accept the consequences if you violate them.

	First-Year Writing Program Add/Drop Policy
Students enrolled in First-Year Writing courses may add, drop, or switch their FYW classes during the first week of each semester. After the first week, however, students may neither add nor switch classes.


First-Year Writing Program Attendance Policy

Students are allowed four absences without penalty. Each additional absence will reduce a student’s final grade by one letter. For example, a student earning a B at the end of the semester with five absences will receive a C. Students who miss eight classes will fail the course. Students who are more than ten minutes late to class will be given one-half of an absence.

There are no “excused” or “unexcused” absences in this course. You can miss class 4 times for any reason—no questions asked and no explanation necessary. However, going beyond these four allowed absences will have a negative impact on your course grade, as detailed above. Habitual tardiness will also affect your grade.

Electronic communication 

If you need to contact me outside of class, please stop by my office or telephone me during my office hours.  Outside of those hours, e-mail is the best way to reach me. I will reply to all e-mails within 24 hours. I will not accept final drafts of papers (i.e. papers that I will be grading) through e-mail. 

Cell phones and other electronic devices 
Cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off or silenced during class time.  Use of laptops, tablets, and e-readers is only permitted for note taking, accessing course readings, or during in-class revision sessions and workshops.  If I see you accessing materials on these devices that are not related to class activities, I will ask you to turn them off until the end of class. 

Food and beverages                                      
You are welcome to bring beverages and snacks into the classroom, but please remember to pick up any trash and dispose of it properly at the end of the class period. 

Religious Holiday Observance Policy

Students who wish to observe their religious holidays must notify the instructor by the tenth day of the term that they will be absent unless their religious holiday is observed on or before the tenth day. In such cases, the student shall notify the instructor at least five days in advance of the date when he or she will be absent. Please refer to the following calendar:
http://oae.uic.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2017/05/ReligiousHolidaysAY20162018.pdf
Academic Integrity Policy 

A student who submits work, at any stage of the writing process, which in whole or part has been written by someone else or which contains passages quoted or paraphrased from another’s work without acknowledgment (quotation marks, citation, etc.), has plagiarized. In addition, a student who submits work for an FYW course that s/he has also submitted for other courses has plagiarized. Maintain your integrity when completing assignments and give credit where it is due. If you are ever unsure about what constitutes plagiarism, ask me. Students who are found to have plagiarized may be subject to various disciplinary actions, including a failing grade on a particular assignment or failure of the entire course; I may also file an incident report with the Office of the Dean of Students. For more information about violating academic integrity and its consequences, consult the website of the UIC Office of the Dean of Students at http://www.uic.edu/depts/dos/studentconductprocess.shtml.
Disability Accommodation Policy

Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access to and/or participation in this course must be registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC). Please contact the DRC at (312) 413-2183 or visit http://drc.uic.edu.
UIC Resources for First-Year Writing Students

The Writing Center, located in Grant Hall 105, offers one-on-one consultations for students who need help with developing their ideas, advice about composing and revising their work, or guidance in any other aspect of writing. The Writing Center serves all student writers, not just students in First-Year Writing courses. Tutors are prepared to spend fifty minutes per appointment, and there is no limit to the number of tutoring sessions you can schedule each semester. Make an appointment and be on time! Bring the paper on which you’re working, as well as the assignment prompt, earlier drafts, and notes. To schedule an appointment, visit https://uic.mywconline.com/, call the Writing Center at (312) 413-2206, or stop by Grant Hall 105. For more information, visit the Writing Center website at https://writingcenter.uic.edu/. 
The Counseling Center offers free and confidential services for all UIC students. Visit www.counseling.uic.edu, go to Suite 2010 in the Student Services Building, or call (312) 996-3490. The Counseling Center also operates the InTouch Crisis Hotline, which offers support, referrals, and crisis intervention; call (312) 996-5535 between 6:00 and 10:30 p.m.

The Campus Advocacy Network provides confidential, anonymous, free services to UIC students, staff, and faculty who have experienced sexual assault, domestic/dating violence, stalking, and hate crimes. Visit the CAN website at http://wlrc.uic.edu/campus-advocacy-network, email can-appointment@uic.edu, or call (312) 413-8206. 

Public Computer Labs are available throughout campus where you may compose and print your work. For a list of labs and their hours, go to http://accc.uic.edu/service/computer-labs. NOTE: Do not wait until the last minute to print out papers. Labs often have long lines of students waiting for access. 

The Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) provides individualized instruction in reading and writing; visit the ACE website at http://www.uic.edu/depts/ace/ or call (312) 413-0031. 

Questions? Concerns? 

Contact Mark Bennett, Director of the First-Year Writing Program, at mbenne2@uic.edu, call (312) 413-2249, or stop by UH 2001.

Writing Project Descriptions
Writing Project #1: Profile

Page Requirement:

Interview (4-6 pages double spaced)


Profile (3-4 pages double spaced)


Cover Letter (1 page double spaced)

Due Dates:      


First Draft:  Thursday, September 7


Second Draft:  Thursday, September 14

Final Draft:  Thursday, September 28
Resources:  

BB

“How to Write a Profile Story” (cubreporters.org)

< http://journalism-education.cubreporters.org/2010/08/how-to-write-profile-story.html>

 “Student Artist Spotlight: Keren Díaz de León” (UIC News)

 < https://news.uic.edu/student-artist-spotlight-keren-diaz-de-leon>

“Local Personality Profile: Johnny Ashmore” (neilshurley.com)

< https://neilshurley.com/writing-samples/sample-profile-piece-johnny-ashmore/>

“The Art of the Profile with David Remnick of The New Yorker.” (Storyboard)

< http://storyboard.tumblr.com/post/27833267196/the-art-of-the-profile-with-david-remnick-of-the>

 “Sadiq Khan Takes on Brexit and Terror” (The New Yorker)

< http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/07/31/sadiq-khan-takes-on-brexit-and-terror>

“Cover Letter Template” (Created by Instructor)

OWL

“The Difference Between Adjectives and Adverbs.”  
< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/536/01/>

“Count and Noncount Nouns: Basic Rules.”

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/541/01/>
Task: 

UIC News, the official newspaper for the campus, runs a regular column titled I Am UIC that is written by students.  This column addresses topics of interest to undergraduates and helps readers get a better sense of what campus life at UIC is like.  

For this assignment, I want you to create a possible submission for this column.  Your task is to first find a person on the UIC campus that you believe is a “person we should know.”  They might be a student, professor, or staff member that plays an important role in your experience of college life at UIC but whose story is not well-known.  Interview that person and learn more about them.  Then turn those interview notes into a Profile piece on that person that could be uploaded to the UIC News website.  
This assignment is primarily about the written text.  However, if you have photos, video or audio clips from this person, you may include them with your assignment.  Please include all photos in print format with your assignment and provide a URL link to audio and video clips in your text.  

The first draft of this assignment should consist of your interview notes and a rough draft of the profile.  The second draft of this assignment should contain the same materials, but incorporate any necessary revisions suggested by your peer group.  The final draft should include the further revised Profile, Interview Notes, and a Cover Letter that addresses the challenges and successes of writing this assignment and evaluates the skills you believe that you have developed from writing it.  
Formatting:

Most Profiles appear online and vary in format depending on the publisher hosting the material.  You will see this variation in the sample Profiles we will read to prepare you for writing this assignment.  For this class, we are going to focus primarily on development of the written content rather than online formatting.  I want you to learn how to develop the appropriate tone and structure needed for a Profile rather than get bogged down on electronic formatting details.  

I would like you, therefore, to include a single-spaced title block on the left-hand side of the first page that includes: 


Your full name


English 161, CRN #


My name:  Professor Casey


Profile

Date that the assignment is being turned in.

You’ll want to avoid putting this title block in a header as it will appear on every page in your document.  You should also include a title for this assignment that summarizes the message of your Profile.  On subsequent pages, include a page number and your last name on the top right hand side.  The text should be double-spaced; this will allow me to write comments in the margins and correct any sentence level grammar issues.  

Please use a readable Twelve-point font.  The default font for most writing software is Arial, Calibri, or Times New Roman.  Stick with the standard margins (one inch).
For the format of your Cover Letter, please see the template on the course Blackboard site.  

Evaluation Criteria:

· Is it clear who you interviewed and why you chose to create a Profile of them?

· Is your perspective on the relationship between this person and the UIC community clear?  

· Does the writing have the tone and structure required for a Profile?
· Have you formatted your work to fit the guidelines for the assignment?

· Have you proofread your Profile for grammar, spelling, and other sentence level errors?  

Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Demonstrate rhetorical awareness of audience through different genre-based assignments.

2. Read texts in a variety of disciplines and genres, using critical reading strategies. 

3. Draw connections at the level of ideas across multiple texts.

4. Defend a position in relation to the range of ideas surrounding a topic.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of writing as a process, including consideration of peer and instructor feedback, from initial draft to final revision.

6. Demonstrate sentence-level correctness.

Writing Project #2: Code of Conduct [Group Project]
Page Requirement:


Code of Conduct (3-4 pages double spaced)

Cover Letter (1 page double spaced)


Individual Report (1 page double spaced)

Due Dates:


First Draft:  Thursday, October 5


Second Draft:  Thursday, October 12


Final Draft:  Thursday, October 26

Resources:

BB

“HR Policies and Employment Legislation” (HR Council of Canada) <http://hrcouncil.ca/hr-toolkit/code-of-conduct.cfm>
“7 Best Code of Conduct Examples + Easy Writing Guide” (Betterteam) <https://www.betterteam.com/blog/code-of-conduct-example>
“Student Code of Conduct” (Chicago Public Schools) <http://cps.edu/Pages/StudentCodeofConduct.aspx>
“Student Disciplinary Policy” (Dean of Students Office, UIC) <https://dos.uic.edu/docs/Student Disciplinary Policy.pdf>
“On Campus Housing Regulations” (Residential Life Office, UCLA) <https://reslife.ucla.edu/regulations>
“Cover Letter Template” (Created by Instructor)

OWL

“Active Verb Tenses” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/601/03/>
“Passive Verb Tenses” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/601/02/>
“Using Articles” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/540/1/>

Task:

Codes of Conduct are used in a wide variety of settings from workplaces to classrooms and fitness centers.  Although the structure and content vary considerably, all Codes of Conduct have the same basic goal.  They outline types of behavior that are encouraged or discouraged in a particular location.  Here at UIC, a code of conduct is included as part of a more expansive Student Disciplinary Policy handbook.  Your task for this assignment is to review the UIC Student Disciplinary Policy and create a more streamlined Code of Conduct that might be distributed to new students during orientation.  
This writing assignment is a group project (your group will be assigned to you during class).  Therefore, you will need to create a plan to delegate work among group members and assemble that work into a finished product for my review.  Peer review for this initial assignment will be your group’s attempt to create a plan for your Code of Conduct’s creation.  The second draft will be the assembled product you have created based on that plan.  The final draft of this assignment should include a group Cover Letter, describing what your group members believe to be the strengths and weaknesses of what you have created.  You will also be required to submit an Individual Report that describes your experience working in the group and the skills you feel that you have developed with this assignment.  

Formatting: 

Since you are trying to condense a larger body of information, you should make use of visual designs that make your information easier to read such as sub-headings and bullet points.  On the first page use UIC Student Code of Conduct as your title.  The sub-title names and content are up to you and your group.  Use the sample Code of Conduct readings as a guide.  Page numbers should appear on all pages after the first one.  Please include the names of all your group members on the bottom of the last page of the assignment in this format—Prepared by: Names.

The text should be double-spaced; this will allow me to write comments in the margins and correct any sentence level grammar issues.  Please use a readable Twelve-point font.  The default font for most writing software is Arial, Calibri, or Times New Roman.  Stick with the standard margins (one inch).

For the format of your Cover Letter, please see the template on the course Blackboard site.  

Evaluation Criteria:

· Is there a clear sense of the behaviors that are prohibited on campus?

· Is there a clear sense of the behaviors that are encouraged?

· How effective is the visual design at guiding the reader’s attention through the material?

· Have you formatted your work to fit the guidelines for the assignment?

· Have you proofread your Code of Conduct for grammar, spelling, and other sentence level errors?  
Student Learning Objectives:

1. Demonstrate rhetorical awareness of audience through different genre-based assignments.

2. Read texts in a variety of disciplines and genres, using critical reading strategies. 

3. Draw connections at the level of ideas across multiple texts.

4. Defend a position in relation to the range of ideas surrounding a topic.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of writing as a process, including consideration of peer and instructor feedback, from initial draft to final revision.

6. Demonstrate sentence-level correctness.

Writing Project #3:  Opinion Article
Page Requirement:


Opinion Piece (3-4 pages double spaced)


Annotated Bibliography (1-2 pages double spaced)


Cover Letter (1 page double spaced)

Due Dates:


First Draft:  Thursday, November 2


Second Draft:  Thursday, November 9


Final Draft:  Tuesday, November 21

Resources:

BB
“How To Write an Op Ed or Column” (Journalists Resource) <https://journalistsresource.org/tip-sheets/writing/how-to-write-an-op-ed-or-column>
“Op-ed Writing: Tips and Tricks” (The Op Ed Project) 

< https://www.theopedproject.org/oped-basics/>
“To Be Great Again, America Needs Immigrants” (The New York Times)
< https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/06/opinion/sunday/to-be-great-again-america-needs-immigrants.html>
“Yes, Trump’s hardline immigration stance helped him win the election—but it could be his undoing” (The Los Angeles Times) < http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-klinker-immigration-election-20170417-story.html>
“What It’s Like to Be a Teen Living in an Immigration Detention Center” (Teen Vogue)
< http://www.teenvogue.com/story/teens-living-in-immigration-detention-center>
“The Labyrinth of Illegal Immigration” (The National Review)
< http://www.nationalreview.com/article/445161/donald-trumps-immigration-position-popular-unless-he-deports-law-abiding-residents>
“Trump Change on Immigration Encouraging” (The Albuquerque Journal)

< https://www.abqjournal.com/962186/trump-change-on-immigration-encouraging.html>
“Cover Letter Template” (Created by Instructor)

OWL

“Sentence Types” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/573/02/>
“Developing Strong Thesis Statements” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/588/1/>
“Punctuation” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/6/>

“Appropriate Language: Overview” 

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/608/1/>

Task:

Argument is a key skill for any writing assignment.  Even descriptive genres have an argument although it is often suggested rather than openly stated.  The key to an effective argument is to explain your perspective on an issue clearly and provide the reasons for your point of view.  It is also a good idea to anticipate the possible concerns of readers and address them in your writing.  
For this assignment, you will be writing a specific genre of argumentative writing—the Opinion Article.  Typically, these articles appear on news websites and address current events issues with the goal of persuading as well as informing readers on a topic.  To make things easier for you, I am assigning the topic rather than having you search for one on your own.  The topic for this assignment will be immigration laws.  After reading the sample Opinion Articles on this topic, you will need to form your own opinion based on what you have read.  Focus specifically on your experience as a student and young adult going to college.  How do these issues effect you, your family, friends, and neighbors?  Make sure to explain your perspective on the issue clearly and to provide reasons and evidence for your point of view.  

Some minimal research (2-3 sources) is required for this assignment.  We will visit the UIC library to work with library faculty to help you find and evaluate sources. 

For the first draft, you should have a draft of the Opinion Article and the citation information for the sources you plan to use completed.  The second draft should have the Opinion Article and a draft of the Annotated Bibliography.  Your final draft must have a Cover Letter, describing the skills learned in the assignment and any struggles or successes you achieved in writing it, along with the Opinion Article and Annotated Bibliography.  

Formatting: 

Most Opinion Articles appear online and vary in format depending on the publisher hosting the material.  You will see this variation in the sample Opinion Articles we will read to prepare you for writing this assignment.  For this class, we are going to focus primarily on development of the written content rather than online formatting.  I want you to learn how to develop the appropriate tone and structure needed for an Opinion Article rather than get bogged down on electronic formatting details.  

I would like you, therefore, to include a single-spaced title block on the left-hand side of the first page that includes: 


Your full name


English 161, CRN #


My name:  Professor Casey


Profile


Date that the assignment is being turned in.


You’ll want to avoid putting this title block in a header as it will appear on every page in your document.  You should also include a title for this assignment that summarizes the message of your Opinion Article.  On subsequent pages, include a page number and your last name on the top right hand side.  The text should be double-spaced; this will allow me to write comments in the margins and correct any sentence level grammar issues.  

Please use a readable Twelve-point font.  The default font for most writing software is Arial, Calibri, or Times New Roman.  Stick with the standard margins (one inch).
For the format of your Cover Letter, please see the template on the course Blackboard site.  

Evaluation Criteria:

· Is your perspective on the topic clearly stated?

· Have you provided sufficient reasons and evidence to persuade your readers?

· Have you chosen your words carefully to avoid alienating your audience?

· Have you formatted your work to fit the guidelines for the assignment?

· Have you proofread your Opinion Article for grammar, spelling, and other sentence level errors?  

Student Learning Objectives:

1. Demonstrate rhetorical awareness of audience through different genre-based assignments.

2. Read texts in a variety of disciplines and genres, using critical reading strategies. 

3. Draw connections at the level of ideas across multiple texts.

4. Defend a position in relation to the range of ideas surrounding a topic.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of writing as a process, including consideration of peer and instructor feedback, from initial draft to final revision.

6. Demonstrate sentence-level correctness.

Writing Project #4:  Portfolio [Print or Online]
Page Requirement:


Cover Letter (2-3 pages double spaced)

Due Dates:


First Draft:  Thursday, November 30

Final Draft:  Thursday, December 7
Resources:

BB

“Sample Portfolio Cover Letter: Strong” (English Department, Humboldt State University)
< http://users.humboldt.edu/tduckart/SampleCoverLetter1.htm>
“How to Make a Portfolio for Writers” (Houston Chronicle) 

< http://work.chron.com/make-portfolio-writers-3248.html>
“Writing Tips: Compiling a Portfolio” (The Little Seagull Handbook)
< http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/little-seagull-handbook/rhetoric/compiling_portfolio.aspx>
“College Students: How to Create Your Professional Online Portfolio” (Instructables.com) < http://www.instructables.com/id/College-Students-How-to-Create-Your-Professional-/>
“Online Portfolios” (John A. Dutton e-Education Institute, Penn State) < https://www.e-education.psu.edu/styleforstudents/c7_p5.html>
“Cover Letter Template” (Created by Instructor)

OWL

“Visual Rhetoric: Overview” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/691/01/>
“Writing Transitions” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/574/01/>
Task:

A Portfolio, whether it is in print or online, is an effective way for you to promote your writing outside of the classroom.  Starting a Portfolio now will help you later as you begin to search for a career job.  It will also help you to track your progress over time as a writer.  
For this assignment, I want you to collect all the previous drafts of your three writing assignments (Profile, Code of Conduct, Opinion Article) and introduce them with a Cover Letter.  

If you choose to create a print portfolio, these will go into a folder (a two-pocket folder is preferred).  The most recent draft of each assignment should be on top with the older versions underneath.  A Cover Letter should appear on top of these assignments.  That letter should describe what is included in the folder and analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each piece of writing.  You should also include in this letter a description of the skills you believe you have developed in this class and how those skills will be useful to you in your future courses.  

If you choose to create an online portfolio, you will still need to include the content described above, but the organization will depend on how you design your site.  My recommendation would be to create a main page that contains a recent photo (please use something professional) and a short biography.  Then you can create a section of your site that contains electronic copies of your writing assignments and that is introduced by the reflective Cover Letter.  [Please note, this is optional.  It is, however, a good way to begin preparation for your life after graduation from UIC.  You can revise this site later to meet your changing needs.]

Formatting: 

The format for this assignment will depend on whether you choose to create a print or online portfolio.  For a print portfolio, please arrange the writing with the newest draft of each assignment on top.  Put the Cover Letter on top of all the writing assignments.  If you have a two-pocket folder, you can place the Cover Letter in either pocket as long as it is on top.  For an online portfolio, follow my suggestions above for formatting.  Come and see me if you have concerns about the navigation or overall design of your site.  
For the format of your Cover Letter, please see the template on the course Blackboard site.  

Evaluation Criteria:

· Are all three of your writing assignments included in the Portfolio with all prior drafts?
· Are these assignments arranged with the newest on top?  

· Have you included a reflective Cover Letter?

· Does that Cover Letter adequately address the materials included in your portfolio, the strengths and weaknesses of each piece of writing included, and the skills you believe that you have developed in this class?

· Have you formatted your work to fit the guidelines for the assignment?

· Have you proofread your Opinion Article for grammar, spelling, and other sentence level errors?  
Student Learning Objectives:
1. Demonstrate rhetorical awareness of audience through different genre-based assignments.

2. Read texts in a variety of disciplines and genres, using critical reading strategies. 

3. Draw connections at the level of ideas across multiple texts.

4. Defend a position in relation to the range of ideas surrounding a topic.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of writing as a process, including consideration of peer and instructor feedback, from initial draft to final revision.

6. Demonstrate sentence-level correctness.

Daily Schedule
(Subject to change. Any changes will be posted via Blackboard Announcement.)

UNIT 1: Profile Assignment

Week 1

Tuesday, August 29
Introduction to the class.  Review syllabus and course Blackboard site.  
In Class Writing: Describe your prior experience with writing.

Homework: READ “How to Write a Profile Story” (cubreporters.org) < http://journalism-education.cubreporters.org/2010/08/how-to-write-profile-story.html>.  
Thursday, August 31
Examining the Profile as a genre.  Explain WP#1.  Review writing project description.

Discuss Reading: “How to Write a Profile Story” (cubreporters.org) < http://journalism-education.cubreporters.org/2010/08/how-to-write-profile-story.html>.
Class Activity:  Practice Interview Techniques.  

Homework: READ “Student Artist Spotlight: Keren Díaz de León” (UIC News) < https://news.uic.edu/student-artist-spotlight-keren-diaz-de-leon> and  “Local Personality Profile: Johnny Ashmore” (neilshurley.com) < https://neilshurley.com/writing-samples/sample-profile-piece-johnny-ashmore/>.
Friday, September 1
(Last day to add a First-Year Writing class.)

Week 2

Tuesday, September 5
Discuss Readings: “Student Artist Spotlight: Keren Díaz de León” (UIC News) 

< https://news.uic.edu/student-artist-spotlight-keren-diaz-de-leon> and  “Local Personality Profile: Johnny Ashmore” (neilshurley.com) <https://neilshurley.com/writing-samples/sample-profile-piece-johnny-ashmore/>.  

In Class Writing:  What elements of structure and tone mark these pieces of writing as Profiles?  How effective are these samples at getting us interested in the people described?

Homework:  WRITE interview notes (if not already typed) and rough draft of Profile.  At this stage your Profile may be primarily an outline.

READ “The Art of the Profile with David Remnick of The New Yorker” (Storyboard) 
< http://storyboard.tumblr.com/post/27833267196/the-art-of-the-profile-with-david-remnick-of-the>.

Thursday, September 7
Writing Due:  First Draft of Profile for Peer Review

Class Activity:  Peer Review Workshop.  Review interview notes and rough draft of Profile.  At this stage, the rough draft may be primarily an outline. If you have audio or video from your interview, share with your group.  
Discuss Reading: “The Art of the Profile with David Remnick of The New Yorker” (Storyboard) < http://storyboard.tumblr.com/post/27833267196/the-art-of-the-profile-with-david-remnick-of-the>.

Homework:  READ “Sadiq Khan Takes on Brexit and Terror” (The New Yorker)

< http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/07/31/sadiq-khan-takes-on-brexit-and-terror>.

Friday, September 8

(Last day to drop a First-Year Writing class without receiving a W.)

Week 3

Tuesday, September 12
Discuss Reading: “Sadiq Khan Takes on Brexit and Terror” (The New Yorker)

< http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/07/31/sadiq-khan-takes-on-brexit-and-terror>.

Class Activity: Analyze the structure and tone of this Profile.  Does the added length help us better understand Sadiq Khan?  How does this Profile compare to the two shorter ones we read in week two?  Be prepared to explain your analysis to the class.  
Homework: WRITE Second Draft of Profile piece and interview notes.
READ “The Difference Between Adjectives and Adverbs”  

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/536/01/>.
Thursday, September 14
Writing Due:  Second Draft of Profile 
Discuss OWL materials on “The Difference Between Adjectives and Adverbs”  

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/536/01/>.  What does it mean to “show not tell?”  How is this reflected in sentence level grammar?  
Class Activity:  Review sample Profiles read in weeks two and three.  Where do these authors “show” rather than “tell?”  How effective is their attempt to use language to describe a person and location?  

Homework:  READ “Count and Noncount Nouns: Basic Rules”    

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/541/01/>.

Week 4

Tuesday, September 19
Discuss OWL materials on “Count and Noncount Nouns: Basic Rules”    

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/541/01/>/
Class Activity:  Review use of nouns, adjectives, and adverbs in your Profile draft.  Do you notice any patterns?  

Homework:  REVISE your Profile draft.  

Thursday, September 21
In Class Writing:  Create a Cover Letter for your Profile assignment.  

Class Discussion:  What skills do you feel you have developed while working on the Profile assignment?  What patterns have you noticed in your writing so far?  

Homework:  READ “HR Policies and Employment Legislation” <http://hrcouncil.ca/hr-toolkit/code-of-conduct.cfm> and  “7 Best Code of Conduct Examples + Easy Writing Guide” <https://www.betterteam.com/blog/code-of-conduct-example>.  
UNIT 2:  Code of Conduct

Week 5

Tuesday, September 26
Discuss Reading:  “HR Policies and Employment Legislation” <http://hrcouncil.ca/hr-toolkit/code-of-conduct.cfm> and  “7 Best Code of Conduct Examples + Easy Writing Guide” <https://www.betterteam.com/blog/code-of-conduct-example>.  

In Class Writing:  Summarize the content that must appear in a Code of Conduct (according to the readings).  Explain what might need to be changed depending on where the code will be applied.

Examine WP#2.  Review writing project description.  

Homework:  WRITE final draft of Profile. 

READ “Student Code of Conduct” <http://cps.edu/Pages/StudentCodeofConduct.aspx>.

Thursday, September 28
Writing Due: Final Draft of Profile 
Class Activity:  Meet with your group and begin to form a plan for writing WP#2.  Then examine the CPS Student Code of Conduct as a group and summarize its content as a series of bullet points.  

Class Discussion:  What is essential in a Code of Conduct?  What is its purpose?  How and why does that purpose vary by setting?  What remains the same?

Homework:  READ “Student Disciplinary Policy” <https://dos.uic.edu/docs/Student Disciplinary Policy.pdf>.

Week 6

Tuesday, October 3
In Class Writing:  What is the most important section of the UIC Student Disciplinary Policy?  Why?  Is it easy to find the information in that section?  Why or why not?  

Class Discussion:  Visual Design and Communication.  How the layout of a Code of Conduct determines its effectiveness.  

Homework:  WRITE first draft of Code of Conduct.  
READ “On Campus Housing Regulations” <https://reslife.ucla.edu/regulations>.  

Thursday, October 5
Writing Due:  First Draft of Code of Conduct for Peer Review

Discuss Reading: “On Campus Housing Regulations” <https://reslife.ucla.edu/regulations>.  How does this Code of Conduct compare to the ones we have analyzed so far in terms of content and design?  Does it seem more effective?  Less?  Why and how?  

Class Activity:  Exchange your group’s Code of Conduct draft with another group.  Take notes on the content and design of their project.  How does it compare to that of your group?  What are they doing well?  What might be improved and why?  

Homework:  REVISE Code of Conduct draft.  

READ “Active Verb Tenses” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/601/03/>.

Week 7

Tuesday, October 10
Class Discussion: Verbs as a Part of Speech.  Verb Tenses.  Active Voice Verbs.  

Class Activity:  Find the active verbs in “On Campus Housing Regulations” <https://reslife.ucla.edu/regulations>.  

Homework:  READ “Passive Verb Tenses” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/601/02/> and “Using Articles” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/540/1/>.

Thursday, October 12
Writing Due:  Second Draft of Code of Conduct.  

Class Discussion:  Passive Voice Verbs.  When and why they should be used.  What are articles?  How are they used?  
Class Activity:  Review your group’s Code of Conduct.  Look for active verbs and circle them.  Find passive verbs and place a square around them.  Do you notice patterns of use?  

Homework:  READ “How To Write an Op Ed or Column” (Journalists Resource) <https://journalistsresource.org/tip-sheets/writing/how-to-write-an-op-ed-or-column> and “Op-ed Writing: Tips and Tricks” (The Op Ed Project) 

< https://www.theopedproject.org/oped-basics/>.

UNIT 3: Opinion Article
Week 8

Tuesday, October 17
Class Discussion: What is an Opinion Article?  How does it compare to an Argumentative Essay?  
Discuss Reading:  “How To Write an Op Ed or Column” (Journalists Resource) <https://journalistsresource.org/tip-sheets/writing/how-to-write-an-op-ed-or-column> and “Op-ed Writing: Tips and Tricks” (The Op Ed Project) 

< https://www.theopedproject.org/oped-basics/>

Examine WP#3.  Review writing project description.  

Homework:  READ “Developing Strong Thesis Statements” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/588/1/>.

Thursday, October 19
Class Discussion:  Understanding argument.  Identifying thesis statements in different genres. 

In Class Reading and Activity:  Read “To Be Great Again, America Needs Immigrants” (The New York Times) < https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/06/opinion/sunday/to-be-great-again-america-needs-immigrants.html>.  Then, with a partner, identify the thesis statement in this article.  What is the argument of this author?  How effective is that argument?  
Homework:  READ “Yes, Trump’s hardline immigration stance helped him win the election—but it could be his undoing” (The Los Angeles Times) <http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-klinker-immigration-election-20170417-story.html>.

Week 9

Tuesday, October 24
Discuss Reading: “Yes, Trump’s hardline immigration stance helped him win the election—but it could be his undoing” (The Los Angeles Times) <http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-klinker-immigration-election-20170417-story.html>.

In Class Writing:  Compare the argument in this article to the one we read last week.  How is it similar?  What are some key differences?

Homework:  WRITE Final draft of Code of Conduct.  

Thursday, October 26
Writing Due:  Final Draft of Code of Conduct.  

LIBRARY INSTRUCTION (Evaluating Sources online and in print).

Homework:  READ “What It’s Like to Be a Teen Living in an Immigration Detention Center” (Teen Vogue) < http://www.teenvogue.com/story/teens-living-in-immigration-detention-center>.

Week 10

Tuesday, October 31
Discuss Reading: “What It’s Like to Be a Teen Living in an Immigration Detention Center” (Teen Vogue) < http://www.teenvogue.com/story/teens-living-in-immigration-detention-center>.

Class Activity:  With a partner, identify the ways in which this author uses narrative to support their argument.  Does it seem to work?  How might you use a similar approach effectively in your writing?  
Homework:  READ “Sentence Types” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/573/02/>.

Thursday, November 2
Writing Due:  First Draft of Opinion Article for Peer Review 

Class Discussion: Using compound and complex sentences.  Sentence variation.  

Class Activity:  With a partner, review rough draft of Opinion Article.  How effective is the argument?  What type of thesis and evidence is used?  Analyze the sources used.  Are they relevant and credible?  

Homework:  READ “The Labyrinth of Illegal Immigration” (The National Review)

< http://www.nationalreview.com/article/445161/donald-trumps-immigration-position-popular-unless-he-deports-law-abiding-residents>.  

Friday, November 3

(Last Day to the Withdraw from the Class and Receive a W.)

Week 11

Tuesday, November 7
Discuss Reading: “The Labyrinth of Illegal Immigration” (The National Review)

< http://www.nationalreview.com/article/445161/donald-trumps-immigration-position-popular-unless-he-deports-law-abiding-residents>.

Class Discussion:  Examining the role of counter-arguments.  How to address skeptical readers.  

In Class Writing:  What type of argument is used by this author?  What type of evidence is used to support that argument?  Do you notice patterns in the writer’s use of sentence structure?  

Homework:  READ “Trump Change on Immigration Encouraging” (The Albuquerque Journal) < https://www.abqjournal.com/962186/trump-change-on-immigration-encouraging.html> and “Punctuation” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/6/>.

WRITE Second draft of Opinion Article.

Thursday, November 9
Writing Due:  Second Draft of Opinion Article 

Discuss Reading:  “Trump Change on Immigration Encouraging” (The Albuquerque Journal) < https://www.abqjournal.com/962186/trump-change-on-immigration-encouraging.html> and “Punctuation” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/6/>.

Class Discussion:  Examining nuance in argument.  How does it work?  Is it effective?  Punctuation use overview.

Class Activity:  Choose two paragraphs from your Opinion Article and identify patterns of punctuation usage.  
Homework:  READ “Appropriate Language: Overview” 

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/608/1/>.

Week 12

Tuesday, November 14
Discuss Reading: “Appropriate Language: Overview” 

< https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/608/1/>.

Class Discussion:  How to determine the appropriate language to use when writing.  

Class Activity:  Go back and review the Opinion Articles read over the past four weeks.  Do you notice patterns of language use in those articles?  Where do language choices seem effective or not effective?  Can you see moments where a choice of word might alienate the reader?

Homework:  READ “How to Make a Portfolio for Writers” (Houston Chronicle) 

< http://work.chron.com/make-portfolio-writers-3248.html> and “Writing Tips: Compiling a Portfolio” (The Little Seagull Handbook) 

< http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/little-seagull-handbook/rhetoric/compiling_portfolio.aspx>.

UNIT 4:  Portfolio

Thursday, November 16
Discuss Readings: “How to Make a Portfolio for Writers” (Houston Chronicle) 

< http://work.chron.com/make-portfolio-writers-3248.html> and “Writing Tips: Compiling a Portfolio” (The Little Seagull Handbook)

< http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/little-seagull-handbook/rhetoric/compiling_portfolio.aspx>.

Class Discussion:  Creating a print portfolio.  Examine WP#4.  Review writing project description.  
Homework:  READ “College Students: How to Create Your Professional Online Portfolio” (Instructables.com) < http://www.instructables.com/id/College-Students-How-to-Create-Your-Professional-/> and “Online Portfolios” (John A. Dutton e-Education Institute, Penn State) < https://www.e-education.psu.edu/styleforstudents/c7_p5.html>.

WRITE Final draft of Opinion Article.

Week 13

Tuesday, November 21

Writing Due:  Final Draft of Opinion Article
Discuss Reading: “College Students: How to Create Your Professional Online Portfolio” (Instructables.com) < http://www.instructables.com/id/College-Students-How-to-Create-Your-Professional-/> and “Online Portfolios” (John A. Dutton e-Education Institute, Penn State) < https://www.e-education.psu.edu/styleforstudents/c7_p5.html>.

Class Discussion:  The benefits and drawbacks to an online portfolio.

Class Activity:  Examine software available for creating online portfolios. 
Homework (for Tuesday, November 28):  READ “Sample Portfolio Cover Letter: Strong” (English Department, Humboldt State University)
< http://users.humboldt.edu/tduckart/SampleCoverLetter1.htm> and “Writing Transitions” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/574/01/>.
Thursday, November 23
NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING BREAK.
Week 14

Tuesday, November 28
Discuss Reading: “Sample Portfolio Cover Letter: Strong” (English Department, Humboldt State University) 

< http://users.humboldt.edu/tduckart/SampleCoverLetter1.htm> and “Writing Transitions” < https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/574/01/>.

In Class Writing:  What makes this sample Cover Letter ‘strong?’  Examine the writer’s choice of language and the letter’s structure.  
Class Discussion:  Review the genre of the Reflective Cover Letter.  Discuss the role of transitions in writing.  How might effective transitions be useful in your Portfolio Cover Letter?

Homework: “Visual Rhetoric: Overview” <https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/691/01/>.

Thursday, November 30
Writing Due:  First Draft of Portfolio and Cover Letter

Class Discussion:  Examining the role of visual rhetoric.  What is it?  How does it work?

Class Activity:  With a partner, review rough draft of the Portfolio Cover Letter.  Discuss the arrangement of documents in your portfolio (print or online).

Homework: WRITE.  Continue to revise your Portfolio Cover Letter and arrange documents for your Portfolio.

Week 15

Tuesday, December 5
Complete course surveys. 
WORKSHOP DAY: Use class time to meet with me to discuss issues with your Cover Letter and Portfolio that still need to be resolved.  

Homework:  WRITE final draft of your Cover Letter and finish assembling your Portfolio.

Thursday, December 7
Writing Due:  Course Portfolio and Cover Letter Final Draft

Class Activity:  Turn in Portfolio.  

